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EN 1002C: Composition and Literature 
Instructor: Lucinda Berry 
Office: 3158 Ext: 6309 
Office hours: Tues/Thurs 9:30-11:00, 2:00-3:00 
Course Description: 
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EN 1002 provides practice in writing essays requiring the use of rhetorical strategies 
such as explanation, comparison/ contrast and persuasion. The subject of your 
essays will be various literary works in the genres of poetry, short fiction and drama. 
You must learn and use various literary terms as an effective way to communicate 
ideas about these works. Class time will be spent discussing assigned readings as 
practice in the kind of analysis required in your essays. 
EN1002 is a "doing" course, not a lecture course. You are responsible for reading the 
works, analyzing their various componets and sharing information with the rest of the 
class. 
Course Requirements: 
You must keep up with the readings and participate in discussion about them; 
answering questions and sharing your insights about the various works. Some 
questions for discussion are included on the syllabus. Think carefully about these 
before coming to class. 
You will have several different kinds of writing assignments: 
Short essays to use as a starting point for further discussion in class, in-class essays 
in response to a particular question, and research essays. Essays written in class will 
vary in length depending on the assigned topic. 
Suggestions for longer papers will be given in class. Research requires finding out 
someone else's view of a work and synthesizing her ideas with your own. It does not 
mean simply reporting what someone else has written. 
Grade Determination: 
Essays will be worth various point amounts depended on the complexity of the 
assignment. 
Class participation is REQUIRED: you will be able to earn a maximum of 5 points per 
class session -- one point for each answer/ analytical remark about the reading. Total 
points in this category will be approximately 120 points, a significant portion of your 
grade. If you don't plan on saying a word all semester, you will be unable to earn a 
high grade. 
Points for writing assignments and discussion will be added and your grade 
determined based on the following scale. 
90% of possible points = A 
89-80% = B 
79-70% = c 
Less than 70% = NC 
Consideration will be given to both content and mechanics in grading written 
assignments. 
Weekly assignments will be assessed by 
- how well you answer the question or stick to the topic given 
- the perceptiveness of your analysis/ discussion 
- clarity of expression 
- effectiveness of organization and transitions 
-correct word usage, grammar, sentence structure and spelling 
Research papers will be judged by the same criteria as well as 
-how well the ideas of others are integrated with your own 
-the care with which sources are acknowledged 
-correct use of MLA style in citing sources and preparing your manuscript 
Policies Affecting Grading 
Obviously, there is no opportunity to make-up class discussion. Consequently, your 
total percentage of points will diminish if you do not attend class regularly. Another 
problem with being absent is that you may miss handouts and the assignment of 
topics for essays. As a general rule, more than three absences is excessive for a class 
which meets twice a week. 
Unless you have an absence due to illness which can be verified by a doctor, 
assignments will not be accepted late. If you will not be on campus the day an 
assignment is due because of a school related activity such as participation in an 
athletic event, you should arrange to hand in the assignment prior to leaving. Late 
research papers will be marked down 20 points. They will not be accepted more than 
a week past the original due date. Expect no leniency on this policy. 
Assignments should be handed in during your regular class time, not left in my 
mailbox or under my door. 
Policy on Plagiarism 
Random House Dictionary of the English Language defines plagiarism as Othe 
appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/ or thoughts of another author, 
and representation of them as oneOs own original work.0 Plagiarism is cheating. If 
evidence of plagiarism is discovered in your work, you will receive an F for the 
assignment. In cases of blatant and intentional plagiarism, you will receive an F for 
the course. Plagiarism cases will be reported to the appropriate administrative offices, 
and will become a part of your academic record at EIU. 
Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, 
please contact the Office of Disability Services at 581-6583 as soon as possible. 
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